Leucocyte migration inhibition in myasthenia gravis. The effect of thymectomy.
Cellular hypersensitivity in myasthenia gravis (MG) to the thymus, muscles and peripheral nerves was examined by the method of the leucocyte migration inhibition test. The group of MG patients without thymoma had inhibition of leucocyte migration by thymus antigens. After thymectomy, they had a normal value of leucocyte migration. However, in the group of MG patients with thymoma, the inhibition of leucocyte migration by thymus antigens was observed after thymectomy. No significant inhibition of leucocyte migration was observed using muscle and peripheral nerve antigens. Cellular immunity in myasthenia gravis and the pathogenesis of the disease was discussed.